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Viewing  cable  08BUCHAREST906,  PNL,  PSD  LEGISLATORS:  BASESCU^S  GOT  THE  MOJO  IN 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #08BUCHAREST906. 
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08BUCHAREST906  2008-11-20  14:48  2011-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Bucharest 
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E.O.  12958:  DECL:  11/20/2018 
TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  RO 

SUBJECT:  PNL,  PSD  LEGISLATORS:  BASESCU'S  GOT  THE  MOJO  IN 
NAMING  PM,  FORMING  NEW  GOVERNMENT 

Classified  By:  DCM  JGuthrie-Corn,  1.5  (b)  and  (d) 

^1 . (C)  Summary:  In  separate  conversations,  two  prominent  legislators-one  PSD,  the  other  PNL-noted  signs  of  an  incipient  PSD  stampede  to  form  c 
^2.  (C)  PSD  Legislator  Victor  Ponta  told  Polcouns  on  November  17  that  voter  apathy  and  the  absence  of  an  overarching  campaign  theme  meant  that 
^3.  (C)  On  the  possible  formation  of  a PSD-PNL  government,  Ponta  remarked  that  "There’s  no  way  to  make  it  happen  now  except  to  suspend  the  Pres 
^4.  (C)  Noting  the  President's  penchant  for  the  surprise  move,  Ponta  speculated  that  Basescu  might  propose  a lesser-known  figure  as  PM  to  keep 
^5.  (C)  Ponta  said  that  if  the  election  results  conformed  to  the  polling  data,  the  PSD  and  PD-L  could  split  the  ministerial  posts  equally,  with 
^6.  (C)  In  a separate  meeting  with  Polcouns  November  18,  PNL  legislator  (and  PNL  Central  Bureau  member)  George  Scutaru  said  that  it  had  been  a 
main  motive  was  to  win  a seat  in  order  to  acquire  parliamentary  immunity. 

^7.  (C)  Scutaru  acknowledged  that  various  parties  were  now  beginning  to  talk  about  future  coalitions,  but  insisted  that  the  serious  bargaining 
^8.  (C)  Scutaru  opined  that  this  gambit  had  a good  chance  of  succeeding.  Convincing  individual  party  leaders  one  by  one  into  joining  an  ad  hoc 
^9.  (C)  In  response  to  Polcoun's  query  as  to  whether  a PSD-PNL  move  to  suspend  President  Basescu  was  now  less  likely,  Scutaru  responded  that  Be 
^10.  (C)  Comment:  It  was  clear  from  our  conversation  with  our  interlocutors  that  a PSD-PNL  coalition  is  no  longer  as  likely 

an  option  as  it  was  a few  weeks  ago,  and  that  enthusiasm  is  waning  in  both  parties  for  the  drastic  option  of  suspending  the  President  in  order 
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